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LINES BY RUCKERT.

Trapsisted by Baropess SwiFT

If 1n & human heart wouldst fsi
Stir ev'ry chord of melodsy

Uk, strike the key-note then of pain
But touch nnt t : the notes of gles

Meny &4 one can Lever Know

How Life by gisiness may bs eft

Bu® there Isqone ne'er felt t thiros

} eome =harp sorrow in his T3
e s

Our BLUE BLoonp.

Two centuries and & half ag:
Off trudged to work with =she

browned, aod rougk,

nldered hoe
A woman, baretoot,
With pluck of Puritans stuff.

Eix lastre children tazeged bhehiind,
All hatless, shoeless, unconfined
And happy es the birds that flew
About them. Naught of books they
HSave one they read at twilight bhour,

Brooght with them in the stanch “Mavflower

A preétty lady, thin and white

In & bammock swinging light
Lapguishes, aud in the shade
Devours rbyme and lemonade,
While bending near her lover sighs,
Ana gently fans away the flies,

tthe marmurs, ** "Tis so nice that we
Are neither of low family,

dul of old Paritanic stock

Thst landed upon Plymouth.™

MISCELLANEOUS READING.,

Tue Philogical Socviety of Eng-
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list of

recomimend
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the following rules:

1. l'l'u]: <ilem ¢ when ]nilrrlsrti-

cally useless. as in live, vinevard.
2 from ea having the
feather. Drop

the sound of a

I’rop i

sound of e. as 1In
e from ea having
a8 1n heart.

For beauty use the old beuty.

4. Drop o from e¢o having the
sound of e, as in leopard. For
yeoman, write yoman.

5. Drop i out of parliament.

6. For o having the sound of u
in but, write o; as in above, write
abuv. For women, restore wimen.
7. Drop o from on

sound of u, as in journal.

8. Drop silent u after ¢ before a,

and in native English words. as

that of

THE PACIFIC COMMERCIAL ADBVERTISER. MARCH . Li

A CoMMON MERIDIAN.

We reprint from the Glasyow Her-
ald the following article on the sub-

ject of & common meridian,a matter of

special interest to mariners all over
the world

“The the
Coneress in Rome, where its meetines

main work of Geodetic
were held last vear, has been to decide
onthe highly important practical sub-
ject of the choice of & common meri-
dian for the whole civilised world,and
unani-
mously adopted. Great inconvenience
is experienced, not only by scientific
men. but also by navigators and stu-
dents of geography,.from the confusion
which arises from the use by each
country of its own meredian.,  No
French or Italian map can be used by
an Englishman without

(ireenwich has been

:uiliill:_: or

| subtracting the number of degrees of

: | time-tables
having the | time-tables

longitude which represent the difler-
ence between the meridians of Paris or
Rome and that of Greenwich, and
versa. Thus the productions in
that branch of practical science have
been rendered, if not useless, at
<0 cumbersome in
greatly to detract from their value.
In all scientific works on geograph-

¢ f"(_‘l’

least
actual service as

ical subjects the want of 2 common
meridian has made itself felt on
count of the elaborate arithmetieal
calculations which have to be made
in order to reduece the meridian of one

A=

. seience appear to be agreed political

country to that of another. But it is
in the adoption of an universal hour |
which would result from a common

meridian that, perhaps, the chief
found. At present each country
adopts as its legal or fully !"m'n;_;ni.-sml
hour that of its own special meridian,
This is, of course, inaccurate for every
spot excepnt. the spot
meridian is caleulated. At the same
time, little or no practieal inconven-

ienece if felt from such a fact as that

use among continental nations. Thus
thier tor foreign-
ers to deeide than Inelishmen. This
is the view which prevailed at
Bome. The decision of the Congress,
however, in favor of Greenwich

the question is one 1t
has

has,
of coruse, no judicial validity what-
ever. It issimply the expression of
a scientific organised opinion on a
very important subject. But there can
be no doubt that legislation will fol-
low among continental nations, and
that in the course of a few years the
inconveniences which have so long
been endured through the absence of
a common meridian will be abolish-
England can do little or nothing |
«n the matter. It is for the countries |
which have not hitherto adopted the
Greenwich meridian —the United
States, Germany, Austria, and Italy
use it in navigation—to move in the |

f’(i.

muuere. Part of the scheme of the:
Geodetic Congress is to urge upon |
=’ |

Governments the impertance of im- |
mediate legislation in the sense of the
decision which has been reached. It
is to be hoped that as the men of

S

allowed to
of a

considerations will not be
interfere with the completion
work which would greatly add to the
convenience of a very large number of

persons,

THE NEW ATLANTIC CABLES.

John YW,

Commerecial Cable Company, hasdur- |

Mackay, President of the

" ing his brief stay in Europe concluded |

all the arrangements necessary to

| 19 IS i . WrOIRS R » HT L N ',..).a_.
]ll'ltl,'[icill benefit “f“'ll‘ latter would be make [ilt success ol the ‘\IJLI\J} .ll(_,[l

nett cable an absolute certainty. 1he !
Commercial Cable Company, wishing |

to be independent of any land lines,

from which the

the inhabitants of a place like Shrews- |

put their cloecks on five or six min-

utes in order to make their time iden- |

tical with that of London or
wich. In passing, however, from
England to France and from France
to Italy the difference of some nine

Green- |

minutes in the one case and forty- |

seven in the other is a serious

venience. The econfusion

incon- |
created in |
and in the details of rail- |

way journeysisanevil of by no means |

small dimensions. The apparent va-

| possible damage from ships

| garies of the electric telegraph are |

sruard, guess.
9. Drop final ue. as in catalogue, |
CicC.

10. Spell rhyme, rime.
i1. Double
simmplified.
I Z, WS in ebb, cge. ere

gg but not in
all, hall. Medial before

consopnants mav he

Final b. d. «. n. r. t. {.
another

battle. Initial un-

onsonant, as
accented prehixes and other unac-
cented svllables. as in abbreviate.

ete.. traveller, ete.

often commented upon,
is recieved in New
before it is sent off.

A despatch
York five hours
In the opposite

direction, although the time required |

for the passage of the eleetrie current

from London to Melbourne is praecti-

would be

12. “r'u[l stlent b 10 bomb. |
crumb, debt, doubt, dumb, lamb.
limb, numb. plumb, subtle. suc-

cumb. thumb.

13. Change ¢ back to s in cinder,
expeuce, fierce, hence, once. peace,
gcarce, since, source. thence, tierce.
whence.

4. Drop the h of ch in chamo-
mile, choler, cholera, melancholy.
school, stomach. Change ¢ to k in
ache, anchor,

=

2. Uhanere d and ed tinal to t

when =o Iu‘nu:unls-'t‘-i. H 111 1'1'“‘-'-1"1.
affects

chufed.

looked, ete. unless the ¢

i - 4 - - { , 2
Ltne .L‘(_‘\'ll e sound., as I

chanced,

1 H * » " o >
1. LIrop « I 1Q17) 1O1'e171.

17. Drop o nast reci
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cally nil,a message is not, apparently,
received in the last-named place until
many hours after its despateh. As
the means of communpication through-
out the developed,
there c¢an be no that the
imeonveniences from the
meridian
constantly more appre-
ciably felt; can it be
that the action of the Geodetic Society
taken at all too soon. Of

become
doubt

arising

waorld

want of a CONMniIon

nor said

has been

course, it cannot be expected that the |

whole world will adopt in the practice

of common life the meridian of Green- |

wich as far as time is concerned,
men of Philadelphia or Boston will
hardly choose to call it mid-day at
their seven o'c¢lock in the morning.
There will be a scientific hour side by
side with a practical one everywhere,
and the countries nearest to the com-
mon meridian may be expected to al-
the other.
will

low the one to merge into
The date of the month, however,
everywhere follow the common meri-
dan, and at its exaet antipodes the
date of the day whieh is in full
gress a1t the spot of the common meri-
dian will commenece at midnight.

!il'{ j=-

That Greenwich should have been

selected as the new commmon meridian

for the whole civilised world was not

quite a foregone conclusion. The
French membersof the Congress did
their best both in publie and 1 pri-
vate o prevent the saleetion of All
English tre in preference to Paris,
\What LLowevel velohed withh the
LOnirrress II:'I][I'_L"{.\ 11 i i1 i\
il on=ideration was th L
[ \ ‘ ] 1\ | -—
i { d to } 2
I (el W S
| ISrit L 211% | s
. 1 LElOr=e LIV ol =
11 rl1Sil S narts a Y
' [ 1 1} i nun I ~ 1111} il
- ] prod I01S O ' lands, and
al . . lmost general

The |

which, as the experience of other
companies has shown, are subject to

interruptions, cdused by |
cales and snowstorms, have ordered |
their cables to be laid double, notonly |
across the Atlantic, but also through
the entire distance to their landing |
points in New York and Massachu- |
setts. One eable, landing at Cape Aun |
will be able to carry messages direct
to Boston and the Eastern States. The |

constant

other will run up to Fire Island and |
thence through Great South Bay to
Coney Island and right inte New York
by means of an underground cable.
This route has been carefully chosen.
With a view to avoiding the danger of
" anchors,

both ecables will run down the coast
from Neva Scotia in a depth of water
100 fathoms. I'rom

consideration KFire

of not less than
the [sland

was chosen as the point of destination

same

in preference to Sandy Hook.
Mackay, who is determined thart the
new cable company shall be o suceess
has looked after every detail, and pro-
cured every means which a liberal ex-
penditure can command and the skill
of the most experienced clectricians
can suggest for providing against all
eventualities, A satisfactory arrange-
ment has been concluded with Sir Ju-
lian Goldschmidt, President of the
Submarine Telegraph Company,which
possesses a mounopoly of the right to
lay cables across the channel. The
Submarine Telegraph Company, by
this arrangement, besides granting
the right to the Commercial Compa-
ny to lay their eable, also undertakes, |

. in ease of interruption or accident, to

convey all messages directly through
their own lines the channel
until the completion of the necessary
repairs.

The new submarine cable,

ACTross

instead !

. of stopping at Brest, will run directly

a much more
\\'i“ e

Havre, by which

and

into

prompt reliable service
obtained, as it was found in the case
of the other companies that the land
lines between Brest and Paris are of-
ten interrupted by gales. thusecausing
a delay of several hours.

George G, Ward, Manager in New
York of the Direct Cable Company
since it opened, and also Manager of
the French Cuble has re-
signed those places to become General
the Bennett and Mackay

Company,

Manager of

Cable Company.

 Commercial

| ficial

Ctrained from voting.

OPENING O©OF THE BRITISH PARLIA-
MENT---THE QUEEN'S SPEECH

At the opening of the British Par-
liament on Sth February, the Queen

delivered her speech through a royal

Ccommission, ~he announced con-
tinued friendly relations with all for-
eicn powers. A Commission is now

at work settling the Newfoundland
fishery question; diplomatie relations

with Mexico are soon to be resumed. |

INOW
Spain

treaties are
arranged with Turkey,
Japan, and a treaty of commerce has
with Corea. The pro-

and

been signed

| gress of affairsin Egypt was reviewed.

being |

her own, and detects the Dye in
the act of hanging up a large black
shawl across the window that looks
out npon the terrace

‘What are you doing that for?

crics Kthel iln}wl!lulk:ﬂl\', fl('l' _-uug_alni

Clons l'-;:t-l_\‘ to be aroused by dny-
thing, however trivial. The wo

man stammers and statters, and fi.

IIH”.\' declares she cannot ri[t*ulh

without a screen drawn before the
window.
‘Bad people’s coming and going at

night here.” she saysin explanation.

and looking in at the window upon

Measures have been taken for the pre- |
vention of oppresskton in the Trans- |

vaal Republie. Direct imperial au
thority has been resumed in Basuto-

land. In regard to finances, Her

Majesty stated that she expected the
revenue for the current year would |
| What on earth do you mean, Dye?

fall short of estimates. she an-
nounced that the condition of Ireland
was substantially improved. An en-

lareement of the
throughout the kingdom is contem-
plated. Local gevernment at some
points is to be reformed. This latter
subject will include the regulation of
the liquor traflic. It was thought that
a franehise extension would be
and result in a closer
ment of the nation to the
Many other reforms are contemplated:
the formation of a railway commis-
sion, the security of life and property
at sea, the repression of corrupt prac-

hoene-

throne.

tices at eleetions, the better adminis-
tration of Scottish business, the
ing of public houses on Sunday in
Ireland, and the improvement of in-
termediate education in Wales,
Subsequent to the reading of the

clos-

Jective franchise | .
clecti ra 15¢ | 1N such

attach- |

address, a warm discussion ensued in |

each House over the reply to the
“Speech from the Throne.”” An
amendment to the motion emanating
from the Liberal side, offered by lLord
Randolph Churehill in the Commons,
and by Earl Salisbury in Lords, was
defeated by an overwhelming vote

without division. The Parnelites re-
"

THE STORY-TELLER.

LITTLE WHITE SOULS.

By Florence Marryat,
SPFIGHTING THE AR’
BETC., ETC,

AUTHOR OF
“LOVE'S CONFLICT.

( (ot ol )

Meanwhile some mysterious iy
Mirs.

One doy

cumstances ocear for whieh
PDunstan cannot account.,
s .-}u- 1 -‘fll]lj_i_:' ut in-!' -«frIll:il‘_\’ '“li
ner, with two natives standing be-
hind her chair. she is startled by
hearing & sudden rushing wind, and

I(J'Jl{ili,‘_{' llli: Sees 'llll.‘ eiocht doors in

o |

I}w :..:';1”{_'1'_\' u[n_'l: ::nd i"-!:llil :l_'_:';tilL
:qapul'rml_\' of their own  accord.
whilst simultancously the eight
doers on the ;_fl'nllli‘l floor which
were standing open shut with a
luu:l llni:-'t', Eliu-] I-n)[\'.‘- I'f-tllui:
the two natives are green with

fricht; but she believes that it is

i_lll]}’ the wind. lllfl”'__fh the evening
isas calm as can be, She orders
them to open the lower doors again,
and having doue so, they have hard-
ll!'lii]:'i

l.\' returned to their station

) |
(oo~

Mrs.

she be

siIXteen

iil'l-1 e

her ehair before thi

open and shut as

Dunstan is now very angry;

lieves the servants are playving

<
. (] ] . )
tricks upon her. and she 1s not the

woman to permit such an imperti

nence with impunity., She rises
f!'”!:l Tl:l_' T;Lr'll‘ ':r;;j-'“-':"llii"\' il

aves the OO1I} bt lect
shows her that the onls Inge si
can do 1s tO wilte 1o ey i'_'*-;';l_' d
on the 8 5]'.i"-'. {or < < th PO
e of her sery S 2 |
I S LLl 1

i .'I!I

- Ay s : {¢ |

2 NI &S | ¢

i \

I3 5 b ] O | ni s
-~ ' B | | M ~ - 11 - ~
:‘;_.' = =~ il i ( '--i_- i 1%

the child; and if they touch missy she
will die. Missus had better let me
put up the curtain to keep them
out. They can’t do me any harm.
It is the child they come for.
‘Bad people coming at night!
What people come here but
own servints?

our
[f yvou go on talk-
me |

nonsenge to shall

begin to think vou drink too much

[ arracl.’

‘.\liar-ur-e. l_:h':t‘-;t-' I'l'lllit‘.“\ the 1A

tive with a deprecatory shrug of
the shoulders, ‘but Dye speaks the
truth! A white woman walks on
this terrace every night, looking
for her ¢hild, little
Missy, she will take hor away and

Dyve for

and if she sces
then yon will blame poor

lnr-ail!j_,:,‘ 1o, Detter let me

put up
look

the eurtain, so that she can't
in at the window!”

Ethel calls the woman some op-
probrious epithet, but walks away
nevertheless, and lets her do as she
will; only the next day she writes
a full to Charlie of what

has

account

she gone through, and tells
him she thinks all the people are
going mad. in which opinion he
entirely agrees with her.

‘had” he  writes
['m
There is no doubt upon the matter,
The
like the cold and are playing tricks

upon you to try and force you to

For mad read

back again, —~and with you.

.

my dear girl. brutes don’t

return to the plains. It is 2 com
mon thing in this country. Don’t

oive them. buat tell them

['ll stop their pay all round if any-

away 10

thing nmpleasant happens again. |1
think you
would have been better to take my

must now confess it
advice and try a trip home instead,

Mandali-

back until vour

!ill'\'\('\'l'!‘. as vou iare  at

nati. dont come
lnl]jl_'['[ :ll _;_,‘;!:Ell.;__':':ll".'l‘ | '.;(‘.1'lllllll“!-ih
o, ! wish | l"il!lui _it::il VOrtl, IIHl

Jack

||-'11'lli (1

it 1S ll;l:f.l*---ii'fn' just  yet.
Lawless is |sini::|’!! LO 220
business. and I have promiSed to
:_;'n()l]

those

accompany him.  Keep up

dearest. and don’t et

heart.
brutes think they have any power
OVer you.

business, ex

roinyr north  on

¢laims KFithel bitterly, ‘and she is

coing oo, I suppose, and  Charlie
can ftind time to go with them.

thouech he cannot come 1o me. Oh.
i hard ! It is

it I8 too more than

Ay Woinan cian b t-:\'lu'l'lvd !ull('-ul'f

I'm sure I wish I had cone to i:fl;.f

land instead. 'rllt‘l, | .*}llnl]fl H
least have had my dear sister to
tell my troubles to. and he—he
would have been free to flirt ‘-.\i!il
that wretehed woman as muech as
cVel !rl‘ "i.fa--l'. And the )I(JU!'
wife lies 1 her hoed that lii:ill_ too

Il!ilil}l]':\' L0 "‘:l_-i'll \'."h;it' .'-Iu.‘ }li(‘
L1~ ' v :'!;;Eg:: :1” sOrts

husband

of ‘!:“*_f.f.lr'al'::i' ¢ 1 1L:h'_‘_"-i.

<11 ar R ,‘,i-—« OWI

he really is in
deserted couch.  Her room adjoins
Dyve sleeping

.I 1 g - " -3

vith Ler virl. and the door
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